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How 1o engage parachute troops
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Even though she was angry,(Tafn forced herself to walk fast,

almost run up the fell. Out of breath, she could sense that
summer was fading. It was something to do with the

grasses parched to silver, the light being clearer, the air

being cooler. en

S—SOOM—
When she reached the tarn —a name she shared with
the small lake halfway up the fell — she looked ba
two figures labouring up the path behi er, below the
abandoned refreshment hut that dsed to serve lunches and
teas before the war. Then she turned back to look at the
dark water ahead.

Toa N
‘They won’t let me in the church!’ s}zé yelled, her

voice skimming over the surface kf-t-he—wa&e') then echoing
back off the side of the fell beyond.

Right now,, inside St Oswald’s church, Grasmere a
congregation of men were attending a memorial service.
Her brother — the war hero’s — memorial service. Just men.
No women. No girls. I‘bt—?am%-mother-NetIam.ho&seH—)

Overwhelmed by another surge of anger, Tarn

dropped into a squat to stare hard at the water and — as she




did - she willed that water to rise and pour down the

fellside she had just climbed, to cascade through her village * i
into the church yard and then into the church. She was so
filled with fury she felt like she might just be able to make
that happen.
Now a noise of footsteps behind her and Tarn heard

her best friend, Peter, call out ‘Last one to the top is a Nazi.

Then laughter as Peter and Eric raced to join her. b= -f | SO

7 . . «
Quiet now, they stood silent next to Tarn, unda;st-andmg:;? 2 LedTrOT AQV/ g
)‘3" ( /she-needed-amenent. Peter, stocky from a childhood .{1’0‘
= ¢’ be
spent working on his dad’s farm in the valley below: 5‘1,.4/(&«' 3
_¢ thinand pale. An evacuee from Manchester. Gazing abgut 45\9"‘7 a};op‘ 4

himself, speechless, like he could not take in where they

\
\

were, like he had just landed on the moon.

o

‘Sorry, Tarn, Peter said. ‘I didn’t think. About Joss.

house o=
~—Sorry/ W Foe ~ O’ILWE&ZS—\Q.«%/}
’ﬂe-was—mvmﬂweﬁ' Tarn said. i

peterkmew-hisfriend-well-enough-to-say-Rothing- G {5 ((

The two boys followed as Tarn walk dtoﬁ-;m dge of prarieeo—
e two boys owed as larn walke e eage o

~ygle .

the water. They were half way round it before she spoke
again.
‘Mum’s in the kitchen. And I'm here. Neither of us

M at the church. None of the men p{?c?:{ght with are
there to remember him. Just Dad and Joss’s Military Medal
for bravery on a cushion at the front of the church. How
stupid is that?’

SfRb reply fror e oo Loyg o f

ST e A R
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‘You could have gone,’ Tarn said.

‘| wanted to be with you,’ P ' a5 e s
y eter replied. wDcr A CFTIT
Tarn tried to smile, studying the water agaif. And, f_@; sfe=2-

looking back across the tarn at the refreshment hut, she
thought she thought she saw something’move. Beside the
hut. Tar & SUazz—C
She looked again. Carefully.
Nothing. It was nothing.
She sighed. She Hwanted to see Jossoendﬂer mind
was playing tricks on her.l)\ere, more than anywhere, was
their place. Itwas the-body-of water thathe-had-nemed-her |4 poas @ L=o™ -
after whenstre-was boraand-he was ten., Joss M&ﬁ "‘Q’“‘@A
~Atarm lher oAte e
And, when they were older, it was where he used to
bring her to swim each summer, to lie and float, heads
back, staring at the clouds.
- Tarthought of the photograph of Joss at home. In

hisAmy uniform. Clean shaven. Bright eyes. Square jaw.
Staring into the camera lens with determination, but with
kindness to
shiiall =22

Tarn let out a laugh. She had rememberedrthat Joss

had always told her that Easedale Tarn was bottomless

that if she could swim out into its ce ad water and

at her.

g

But that was before Joss became the first man from

could cope with anything the worl

Grasmere to volunteer to join the British Expeditionary



OF GRASMERE

FROM DUNKIRK TO THE DALES
—_—

/& /»"1

lL// J\—"\

OF GRASMERE

FROM DUNKIRK TO THE DALES







O BN AN A W N~

LAKES

WINDERMERE
ULLSWATER
CONISTON
BASSENTHWAITE LAKE
THIRLMERE

HAWESWATER
DERWENTWATER
WASTWATER
CRUMMOCK WATER
ENNERDALE WATER
ESTHWAITE WATER
BUTTERMERE
GRASMERE

RYDAL WATER

PASSES

KIRKSTONE
HARDKNOTT
'WRYNOSE
HONISTER
BUTTERMERE HAUSE
WHINLATTER

IMM”

SADOLEBACK

NELVEALYN

WINDERMERE







P MAN
iM\\»‘ N\ ‘*“ ”

t X







